
Are you stumped by story problems? 
 
Many times there is a word or phrase that may give you a hint as to how to solve 
the problem.  I refer to these as “clue words”.  Certain words tell us to add, 
subtract, multiply or divide.  You can make story problems even more enjoyable 
for students by making the process more fun.  Try having the student pretend to 
be a detective to try and solve the mystery of the story problem by hunting for 
clues within the problem.  Once they have spotted the “clues”, then they can try 
the operation to solve the problem.  Don’t forget that clue words often lead you to 
the correct operation, but there are always some ways to use a clue word in a 
tricky way.  This doesn’t happen very often, but it does happen.  Therefore, it is 
important to always check to see if your answer makes sense. 
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